
London Borough of Hammersmith & 
Fulham

THE ECONOMY, HOUSING AND THE ARTS 
POLICY AND ACCOUNTABILITY COMMITTEE

26th MARCH 2019 

ARTS COMMISSION 2019

Report of the Cabinet Member of the Economy and Arts

Open Report
Classification - For Policy & Advisory Review & Comment
Key Decision: NO

Consultation
Growth and Place, Planning and Regeneration 

Wards Affected: All

Accountable Director: Jo Rowlands, Strategic Director, Growth & Place

Report Author: Joanne Woodward
Chief Planning & Economic 
Development Officer

Contact Details:
Tel: 020 8753 4429
E-mail: Joanne.Woodward@lbhf.gov.uk

1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1.1. As described in its Manifesto 2018-2022, the Council’s is establishing an 
independent Arts Commission to ensure that its collective arts and cultural 
strengths are maximised to deliver greater economic prosperity to the 
Borough. This report provides an update on the potential themes to be 
explored by the Commission. 

2. UPDATE

2.1. At its meeting in December 2018 the Committee discussed the proposed 
scope of the forthcoming Commission and made a number of comments 
regarding the proposed membership, scope and programme.  

2.2. Following this the Council has continued to consider the proposed themes 
and has distilled these into a number of questions to be explored.  These are 
set out in Appendix 1 and will provide the basis for a discussion at the 
meeting.

mailto:Joanne.Woodward@lbhf.gov.uk
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Approach to the Commission’s work
 Research and convening

o We will identify a broad range of practice and insight in the areas of 
culture and place and draw up a comprehensive understanding of the 
range of ways our challenges are addressed. We will identify 
leadership voices in each area. 

 Papers and context 
o We will gather a range of ideas, practice and approaches, digest these 

into guidance papers that will then be presented to commissioners in 
advance of meetings to inform the debate. 

 Hearings and debates 
o We will convene a range of hearings and debates with commissioners 

that explore and illuminate each topic, engage with noted experts in the 
topic and enable discussion and debate.  8-10 sessions (6 weekly 
intervals) 

 Proposals and recommendations 
o We will support the development of concrete and specific 

recommendations from each commission hearing, as well as a 
consolidated set of recommendations from the commission as a whole.

Questions we are exploring 

1. What cultural activity is happening across the borough, how much of it is 
excellent and what would it take for it to be better supported and developed?

2. What challenges are there in our borough that could be (at least partially) 
addressed with arts and culture, and what steps would we need to take to 
make this happen more?

3. Which parts of the borough are seen as possessing the most/best cultural 
provision and how could this be working better for more and different people?

4. How have other boroughs/cities/countries created rich cultural hubs that are 
vibrant, relevant and sustainable, and what would it take to create more of 
these in Hammersmith and Fulham?

5. What do residents and workers in Hammersmith and Fulham value about the 
arts and culture and how would they like to see these develop?

6. What role does arts and culture play in the skills and employability of young 
people in our borough and what could be done to enhance and improve this?

7. What changes would we need to make to the current town centres as well as 
the future plans and frameworks to enable a more vibrant cultural ecology in 
the borough?

8. How can artists and cultural leaders shape and enhance communities and 
places and what steps should we be taking to enable that?

9. How have other boroughs/cities/countries used endowments to enable 
sustained investment in arts and culture and how should Hammersmith and 
Fulham create, fund and manage one?

10.How have other boroughs and places created change through investing in 
and enabling arts and culture and how long did it take for that impact to be 
realised?


